
The Nativity Frame



How to Make the Frame for The Nativity 
(When worked on 18 count Aida) 

 

2.) Prepare the moulding by using clear shellac on the rabbits to seal the wood from making 

contact with the materials used.  (You can omit this step if water tests show it has 

already been done.  Water should bead but not penetrate the moulding). 

3.) You will need a miter saw or cutting device capable of producing 22 ½º and 45º angles 

4.) Make certain your blades are sharp and lay out your moulding for cutting. 

5.) It is easier to make all the 45º cuts at one time, then your 22 ½º cuts 

6.) Lay the pieces together to verify fit before nailing or stapling the joints 
7.) Once the fit is verified, place a coating of Wood Glue completely over each side of the 

joint. The glue provides a much better bond than the pins or staples, so DO NOT OMIT 

THIS STEP. 
8.) Attach the frame pieces while the glue is still wet, and wipe off excess glue. 

9.) Allow the glue to dry for several hours, then attach the hinges.  This is easiest done by 

using a template to put each hinge at the same distance from the joint in the frame 
10.)  Mark the places where the screws go, and pre-drill the screw holes to prevent the 

moulding from splitting when the hinge is screwed in.  Leave the hinges loose until they 

are fitted on both pieces of the frame, then tighten. 

1.) Select the moulding.  Yo

8 

u will need about 40 feet of moulding, with matching dimensions 

and finish.  You will need matching small hinges with screws.  (Brass looks best, and 

removeable hinge pins will allow for easier storage) 





Instructions for mounting The Nativity stitchery into the frame 
 
Materials Needed: 
Acid free tape, 1 ½” wide 
Crescent 3x Acid-free mounting board, 32x40” (2 sheets) 
 
Tools needed: 
Exacto knife, or similar razor type cutter 
Metal straight edge 
Sharp pencil 
 
To begin, lay a section of the frame on top of one of the mounting boards, starting at any edge of the 
mounting board, but the frame must completely cover it.  Press down on the frame to keep it from 
moving, then draw a line around the inside of the frame.   Using the metal straight edge, cut 
approximately 1/8 inch inside the lines you just drew.  Make repetitive cuts rather than trying to cut 
through the board all at once, and be careful, as you will cut into the table supporting the mounting 
board.  (You might want to place used or scrap boards underneath the boards you are trying to cut.)   
 
Once your boards are prepared, you are ready to mount.  Make sure your stitchery is clean, and center 
on the appropriate mounting board.  Draw the excess fabric to the back of the board, taping as you 
go.  Make certain the stitchery is tightly taped and straight.  Make sure your tape runs across the entire 
back of the fabric.  Any space left between sections of tape may cause “scalloping” over time.  Fit it 
inside the appropriate frame section.  Use finishing nails pressed into the back sides of the frame with a 
pair of pliers to hold the stitchery in place. 
 
This process will allow you to remove the stitchery to wash, if necessary. 
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